
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 2 

lo be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller 
authorities" where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less, 
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from 
a limited assurance review 

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return 2022/23 
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of grOSs income or gross expenditure was £25,000 

or less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority: 
a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exemption; or 
b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt 

2. Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not 
exceed £25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able 
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return to the external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes: 
a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email 
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023. Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for 
which the Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each letter; and 

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of: 
" Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal auditor. 
" Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority. 
Section 2 � Accounting tatemevmnt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual 

(page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority. 
NOTE: Authorities certifying 
Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor. 

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2 
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage 
before 1 July 2023. 

Publication Requirements 
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the 
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include: 
" Certificate of Exemption, page 3 

Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23, page 4 
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23. page 5 
Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23, page 6 
Analysis of variances 
Bank reconciliation 
Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2). 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 

Limited Assurance Review 

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If so, the authority should not certify itself as 
exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR 2022/23 
and return it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by the external 
auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be £210 +VAT. 
Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed 
under 'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the authority to have a review. 

The Annual Governance and Accountability Retum const tutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
Throughout, the words extemal aud tor' have the same meaning as the words local auditor in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 

"for a compiete list of bodies that may be smailer authonties refer to sched1:te 2 to the Local Audit and Accountabilty Act 2014 
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uidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and 
ACCountability Return (AGAR) 2022/23, Sections 1 and 2 

An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance revievw must 

do so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2023. It should not submit its Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return to the external aud1tor However, as part of a more proportionate reg1me, the authority 

must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 

" The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder 

letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT for each letter 

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in complet1ng Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the 

Certificate of Exemption, Proper Practices are found in the Practitioners' Guide which is updated from 
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare suCcesstully for the financial year-end. 

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual 

Governance Statement and the accounts. 
The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the AcCOunting 

Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references 
The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented 

to the authority for apprOval. The authority must in this order, consider, approve and sign the accounts. 

The RFO is reguired to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the 

AGAR approval. 
Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated 
Any amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled. 
Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed of. 

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or 
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers. 
The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting 
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners' Guide' which may assist. 
Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year 
(Box 7 of 2022) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2023). 

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority. must set the commencement date for the 
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July. 

The authority must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2). 

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and 

address of the external auditor before 1 July 2023. 

Completion checklist 'No' answers mean you may not have met requirements 

All sections 

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published? 

|Internal Audit Report|Have all highliqhted boxes been completed by the internalauditorandexplanations provided? 

For any slalement to which the response is'no', is an explanation available for publication? 

|Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before 

presentation to the authority for approval? 

Section 1 

Section 2 

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed? 

Sections 1 and 2 

|Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed by 

the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting? 

P 

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required? 

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 been reconciled to Box 8? 

Is an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should 
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party? 

|Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate IS 
sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only) 

can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk 
'Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England- a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices, 
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Gertificate of Exemption -AGAR 2022/23 Form 2 

To be conpleted by smaller authonties where the higher of gross ncome or gross expendture 
did not exceed S25 000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2023 and that wIsh to certity 
hemselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Secion 9 of the Local Audt 
(Smaller Authorities) Requlations 2015 

There is no requirement to have a lmited assurance review or to subnt anAnnual Governance and Accountability 
Return to the external auditor, provided that the autholy has cettied itself as exempt at a meeting of the 
authonty ater 31 March 2023 and a completed Cetitcate of E xenption s subntted no later than 30 June 2023 
nottymg the external auditor 

certifies that duing the financal year 2022/23, the higher of the authority s total gross incorne for the year or 
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000 

Total annual gross income for the authority 2022123 

ErESTLE PARSH COuNUL 

Total annual groSs expend1ture for the authority 2022/23 

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a imited 
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it 
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountab1lity Return 
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable 

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that. 

" The authority was in existence on 1st April 2019 
In relation to the preceding financial year (2021/22). the external auditor has not: 

iSSued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it 
made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it 

" issUed an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 
2014 (the Act), and has not withdrawn the notice 
Commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act 
made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful 
and the applicat1on has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration 

t6844 

t5688. 

" The COurt has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act 
If the above ve statements apply and the authority neither received groSs income, nor incurred gross expenditure. exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor 
either by email or by post (not both). 

P Dle 

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statenment, Accounting Statements, an analysis of variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 includ1ng the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and 
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage before 1 July 2023 
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements. 
Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer 

Signed by Chairman 

Generic email address of Authority 

*Publ:shed web address 

Date 

oq/oslz3 
lo/s l3 

Date 

I confirm that this Certificate of 
Exemption was approved by this 
authority on this date 

ERESTDEPO GTMAIL. CONn 

as recorded in minute relerence 

WWW, ERLESTDLE. ORG 

631 /23. | 
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lofos/2o3 

Telephone number 

013104247| 

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned ElTHER by email OR by post (not both) as soon as possible after certification to your external al auditor, but no n 30 
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Annual nternalAudit Report 2022/23 

During the hnancial year ended 31 March 2023 ths authority s nternal duditot a ttig independently and oo tte 
tasis of an assessment of osk carried out a selective assessment of conphace with the relevant procedures 
and controls operaton and obtaned appropale evidence from the authoity 

The internal audt for 2022/23 has been caned out in accordance with this authority 's needs and planned coverage 
On the basis s of the findings in the areas examined. the internal audit conclusions are summarnsed in this table 
Set out below are the objectives of nternal control and alongs1de are the internal audt conclusions on whether 

Internal control objectlve 

A. Appropoate accounting tecots baye been hperty kept thtoughoit the bnancial ye at 

8. Ths authority compied with its tnancLal iequl.atons, payments were supported by invoces all 
expenditure was apprOved ad VAT was appiopnately accounted for 

C. This authonty assessed the signtcant nsks to achieving ts objectives and evewed the adequacy 
of arangements to manage these 

D. The precept or rates tequirement tesulted ttom an adequate budgetary process progress against 

the budget was regularly monitored, and reserves were appropnate 
E. Expected income was fully receved based cn correct prices properly recorded and promptiy 

banked and VAT was approprnately accounted for 

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was 
approved and VAT appropnately accounted for 

G. Salanes to employees and allowances to members were pard in accordance with this authorty s 
approvals and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. 

H. Asset and investments regsters were complete and accurate and properly maintained 
I. Perniodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year 
J. Accounting statements prepared duning the year were prepared on the correct accounting bas1s 

(receipts and payments or income and expenditure). agreed to the cash book, supported by an 
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and cred1tors were 
properly recorded. 

K. If the autharnty certified itself as exempt ftrom a limited assurance review in 2021/22, it met the 
éxemptian critena and correctiy declared itself exempt (if the authonty had a lmited assurance 
eview of ts 2021/22 AGAR tick not covered ) 

The authority publshed the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of 
he internal aud1t in accordance with the relevant leg1slation. 

M. in the year covered by th1s AGAR. the authorty correctly provided for a period for the exercise of 
pubic rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2022-23 AGAR penod 
eepulc nghts in telation to the 2021-22 AGAR evicdenced tby a notce on the wetb Site and'or 
authonty approved minutes confirnng the dates set) 

N. The autnornty has compied with the publicat1on requirements for 2021/22 AGAR 
ee AGAR Page 1 Guudance Notes) 

O. (For ocal councils only) 
Trust funds (incduding charitable) - The councl met its iOsponsibilities as a trustee 

Date(s) internal audit undertaken 

Signature of persorn who 

For ary othet nsk areas iderntfied by this authorty adequate controls exsted (lst any other isk areas on separate sheets t needed 

car1ed out the internal audt 

Yes No 

Not 

COVer9d 

Date 

Yes No Not appicacle 

Name of person who carfied out the nternal audit 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 F om2 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorties 

"If the response is no please state the implications and actuhe taken to addiess aty weakrtuss t control identihed 
(add se 

*Note i the response is not covered please state wtirn the most recent oterrval avt woik was done in ths area and when t s 
next planned, or, if coverage is not requred the annu al tenal autt report must expl aun wiy not (add separate sheets if needed) 
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Section 1- Annual Governance Statement 2022/23 

We acknowledge as the members of 

Our responsiblity for ensuing that there is a sound system of iternal control including arrangernents for 
the preparaton of the Accountng Statements We confim to the best of our knowledge and belief with 

respect to the Accountng Statements for the ye ended 31 March 2023 that 

aaetet dug te yeat ad for he peparalon of 

*e aeqale syten of intenal conlio ileled aud 

3 We fok ail reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
that there are no matters ol actual o potental 
noo complance with laws egulations axd Proper 

atces that couk have a signithcant hnancal effect 

on the abdity of this authoty to conduct its 
busness or manage its hnances 

TiveneSs 

4.e provded proper opportunity dung the year tor 
the exercise of electors ights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

5. ve cared out an assessment of he isks facng this 
authornty and took approprate steps to manage those 
nsks nciudng the introduction of internal controls and/or 
external nsurance cover where required. 

6. We manta1ned throughout the year an adequate and 
effectrve system of nternal audit of the accounting 
recorcs and control systems. 

7. We took appropriate action on all maters raised 
Oreports from internal and external audit. 

8. Ve considered whether any litigat1on, habilities ot 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring erther 
duing or ater the year-ea thave a miaea 

opriate. have include 
n tne acCounting statemente 

9. For local councils only) Trust funds including 
chantable In our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 
responsibilities for the fund(s)lassets, including 
inancal reporting and, f requited, independent 
examinaton or aud1t. 

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meeting of the authority on: 

io/ 05/o23 
and recorded as minute reference: 

Ye 

631/23.2 

Agreed 

./ 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yee' means thar this authority 

preaes 

�s chage 

Clerk 

has only cdone what t has the legal power to do and has 

complied with Proper Practices in doing so 

Ountrg statertient1 belao 

proper arag ements and accepted responsbity 
uarcing the public money and resources in 

during the year gave all persons intere sted the opportunty to 
nspect and ask que stions about this authority s accounts 

considered and documented the financial and other nsks t 
faces and dealt with them property 

arranged for a competent person independent of the Mnancial 
controls and procedures to g1ve an objective vIew on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller autharnty 

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published 

resporded lo matters brought to ts attention by internal and 
extemal audt 

disclosed everything t should have about its business activity 
during the year including events tak1ng place after the year 
end if relevant 

NIA 

Chairman 

| Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where 
approval was given: 

has met all of its responsibiities where as a body 
corporate t is a sole marnag1ng trustee of a local trust 
or trusts 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 2 
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities 

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Govemance Statement) 
The autnorty webstelwebpage is up to date and the informaton requred by the Transparency Code has 
Deen published 

WWw. ERUESTUKE . ORG 

Yes No 
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Section 2- Accounting Statements 2022I23 for 

1. Balances brought 

forward 

| 2. (") Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+) Total other receipts 

4. (-) Staff costs 

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

6. (-) AJl other payments 

7. (-) Balances camied 
forward 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

For Local Councils Only 

11b 

(ind 

Date 

FRES TDKE fALISH CoUNUL 

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

Year ending 
31 March 

2022 

12216 |2300 

2788 

6805 

3934 

aosure note re Trust funds 
charitable) 

12300 

123 00 

I8525 

Yes 

31 March 
2023 

pBoyle 
O9/0s/2023 

6849 
2521 

3237 

22815. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and 
payments or income and expenditure basis following the 
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller 
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices 
and present fairly the financial position of this authority. 
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the authority for approval 

No 

Notes and guidance 

NIA 

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balancos. All iguros must 
agree to underlying financial records. 

24 of all omployees. Include gross salarios and wagos, 
employers Ni contributions, employers pension 

ontributions, gratuities and severance payments. 

lotal balances and roserves at the beq1nnng of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree lo 
Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exchude any grants 
received 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or ratesAevies received (line 2). ncude any 
grants roceived. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any) 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash 
book less stalf costs (line 4) and loan interes/capital 
repayments (line 5). 

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must 
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and depost bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short tem investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long tem investments as at 

31 March. 

The outslanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and 
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets. 
The e figures in the accounting statements above do not 
include any Trust transactions. 

| I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by this authority on this date: 

as recorded in minute reference: 

631/23.3 
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the 

Accounting Statements were approved 
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